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against the tide
China’s most prestigious university has seen technological innovators, pioneers of modern science, and champions from the Omnic Crisis 
alike pass through its gates. Wuyang Ye’s family has a storied legacy at the university, but when Wuyang is accepted into a different path 
of study than what his family has traditionally pursued, he faces an uphill battle to prove that his way is just as worthy. 
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centuries ago, a wise
family dedicated themselves 

to understanding the
wuxing philosophy. 

…they founded 
wuxing university, where 
traditional wisdom would 

pion�r new science.

martial arts, 
defensive strategy

fire college

robotics, technology
metal college

traditional medicine, 
medical advancements

water college

earth college
agriculture, 
sustainability 

wood college
civil and environmental 
engineering

during the omnic crisis, 
a task force of fire 
co�ege alumni beat 
back anubis’s forces.

the sch�l is divided into 
five co�eges, each with a 

unique cu�iculum. 

since then, the 
co�ege’s prestige 
has skyrocketed.

only the best 
of the best 
are admi�ed.

after studying the five 
phases--fire, water, metal, 

w�d, and earth--the building 
blocks of our world…  
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fire co�ege is where 
my parents met. they 
were top fighters 
during the crisis.

and my older sister, 
anran? she's b�n 
fire's star student 

since her first year.

I was so inspired 
to fo�ow in 

their f�tsteps. 

when word 
got out, I 

could te�…

I only scored high 
enough to a�end 
water co�ege.

water 
co�ege? but 
that breaks 
the family 
streak!

…I’d 
disa�ointed 
everyone. 

then 
regrade his 
exam! this is 
clearly a 
mistake! 

it was…
unexpected 
for us t�.

thank g�dne  
our ming got 
into metal...

but when 
I a�lied…



my family 
was…trying to 
be su�ortive 
of my studies.

and then
you were like 

blam! and the fire 
went fw�osh! 

that’s when I knew 
we aced the 

project!

…maybe I’d just have 
to be more like her.

if I wanted to give 
them something to 

be proud of…

but I think 
they saw me 

as a waste of 
potential.

ming! you’re 
going to set the 
courtyard on 

fire again!

y’know, I 
sti� get crap 

for not ge�ing 
into fire…but at 
least i’m not 
her younger 

sibling.

g�. 
thanks, 
man. 

you'� n�d 
to work extra 
hard. we won't 

be able to 
help you.

it'd give 
water at least 
some combat 
capabilities.

huh. 
I wonder 
why you'd 
want that.

so, it’s 
like that fire 

sta� you made, 
but imagine 
this section 
condenses 

water 
instead--



so, on top of my 
normal studies, I 

started studying fire 
co�ege lectures.

something
to share with 

the cla�, 
wuyang?

n-no, 
shifu! 

I knew I 
couldn’t be 
exactly like 

anran…

…but I felt 
tra�ed in her 

shadow.

what would it take 
to stand with her, 

in the light?

A�ENTiON 
STUDENTS. NU� 
SECTOR A�ACKS 
REPORTED iN 
CHENGDU. 

PLEASE REPORT
TO THE TRANSPORT 
BAY FOR FURTHER 

iNSTRUCTiONS.



this is an 
emergency 

situation. wuxing 
university students 

are asked to 
su
ort evacuation 

e	orts until 
o	icial forces 

a�ive…

anran, 
I’m coming 
with you.

no. don’t 
leave the 
med bay. 

you’� be safe 
if you just k�p 
away from the 
front lines.

but you’� 
n�d help, 
and I--

I said 
no! I can’t 
protect you 
if you get in 

my way!

get 
in your 
way?

how 
could 
you say 
that? 

after a� 
this time 

we’ve trained 
together… 
you don’t 
trust me?

I didn’t 
mean it 
like--

if I n�ded 
someone to 

te� me I’� me� 
everything up, I’d 
just ca� mom 

and dad.

I didn’t 
n�d to hear 
it from you. 

a� 
co�eges, 
to your 
posts.

wuyang…!

fire 
students, 

prepare to 
deploy.



help!

you
left her 
there? she made us 

run…we didn’t 
know what 

to do!

where is 
she? 

nu� sector 
overwhelmed 
us during 
the evac! 

anran’s 
sti� out 
there!

but while I 
stewed in the 

med bay...

THERE 
YOU GO. A  

BE�ER.

...the tide 
turned against 
us in chengdu.

my sister...



anran! 

what was I 
thinking, picking 
a fight at a time 

like this?

we’re 
family.

we’re su�osed 
to protect 

each other. 

wuyang…?

you 
shouldn’t 
be here! 

…from my 
sister!!! 

hey, 
tinheads! 

get 
away…



!



phew!

you 
okay, 
sis?

you idiot! 
what are you 
doing here?! I had 

everything 
under 

control! 

ow! yeah, 
clearly…

ack! 
wha--

wuyang, 
I’m so 
so�y… 

I never 
should have 

said-- 

you can 
make it 

up to me 
later. 

let’s 
just get 
out of 
here.

don’t get 
in my way, 
though. oh, 

shut 
up!



three weeks 
later…

three weeks 
later…

after anran and 
I returned to the 
evac zone, o�icial 
forces a�ived. the 
fo	owing monday, 
it was busine� as 
usual. gue� even 

nu	 sector 
couldn’t change 
our exam dates. 

I was nervous about 
what my parents would 

say, so I didn’t te	 
them about what 

ha�ened with anran.

why aren’t 
you studying, 

wuyang? here. I 
p�led you some 

oranges.

I’m just 
taking a 

break…what 
are you guys 
doing here?

somehow, they 
found out anyway. 

dad 
bought 
us a	 

matching 
hats. this one’s 

yours!

I think I 
know who’s 
to blame. 

when I came to water 
co	ege, I thought I'd 
never find my place.

k�p 
working 
hard, son.

wow, the medal 
the headmaster gave 
you is so heavy! t� 

bad this doesn’t 
count toward your 

gpa, huh?

hey! leave 
my grades 
ou�a this!

maybe it was 
here a	 along.

but after 
everything, 
I'm starting 
to realize...


